children. Almeling argues that this is due to the gendered cultural understandings of what paternity versus maternity entails. Many of the sperm donors do not tease apart the concept of social parenthood from biological parenthood, so these men understand themselves to be "the father" or at least a "particular kind" of father to any offspring. In contrast, the egg donors are nearly uniform in their assertion of not being the mother. This is because they see reproduction as composed of a series of contingent stages, and therefore are more aware of the contributions of the egg recipients. Almeling also points out that the women have strong motivations not to claim motherhood with all its cultural expectations, lest they be judged the very worst type of mother.
To form her conclusions, Almeling draws on comprehensive methods consisting of in-depth interviews with egg donors, sperm donors, and staff members at six different donation programs, short-term ethnographic observations at several of the programs, and a content analysis of donor profiles. The triangulation of methods allows Almeling to present the varying viewpoints convincingly and compare the contrasting experiences of egg donors, sperm donors, and staff members. Possibly as a result of her sample, which was largely white (especially the sperm donors), this book touches on some fascinating subjects involving intersectionality and the value placed on racial difference, but does not fully examine the role of race/ethnicity in the experience of gamete donation. Additionally, it is unclear if Almeling explored in detail within the interviews how the donors' intimate relationships were impacted by their decision to become donors. As a significant number of the donors-especially the egg donors-were married, this topic deserved to be developed in more depth.
Overall this is a theoretically grounded book that looks at a fascinating world not yet well known by scholars. Almeling successfully undertakes the unraveling of apparent contradictions and the balancing of multiple levels of analysis. Scholars interested in issues concerning gender, reproduction, conceptions of family, or body commodification will find this an especially compelling read. As the book is clearly and concisely written, it would also be suitable for upper-level undergraduate and graduate courses.
